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From Europe, a loud voice that 
be heard in the (White Hous£ 



PAViP MYHAH 

•t-.Oiir beloved- President, game and good- 
aaaiured as lie mayjbe^ts a stubborn fellow. 
'.He a a little hard oEKearlng .whenTt comes 
^tosheeding voices- of doubt, about' the wls- 
«dom of his policies* ■ l ' 
Lijce eve^y ideologue who takes power, 
he’s forced to moderate once- he’s in com-; 
-manrt. It jusb takes him ar. while; whether 
•Ti‘e*3'ellmbirg back from being way out on 
iithfreconomic limb, or on defense. v ’ 
TT:f*E^st summer he turned the old tin ear 
nonhe Democrats baying about the incom- 
-pStibility of his spending and - tax pro- 
egnsnis. Not even the scandalous doubts of 
;T&Vfd Stockman’s “trickle-down*? mus- 
ings moved him, or Wall Street’s deafening 
Y^nd Thanks." . So heVabout to-be forced 


' into an embarrassing climb-down from his 
opposition to raising some of the taxes he 
foolishly cut in the flush of budgetary vic- 
tory. •»;- • v 

Lately he’s been dealing with fears of 
nuclear war. His approval' rating has skid-, 
ded below 50 percent in recent polls, and 
the AP-NBCTpoll shows three out of four 
Americans now believe the United States is 
likely to become involved in a nuclear war 


over the next few years. 


He had advance^ warning of 1 this. His 




campaign pollster gets $1 million a year 
from the Republican National Committee 
to poll on a daily basis. And the sharp drop 
of. support for -Reagan among- American 
- women comes from female fears that Rear 1 
vgan might blunder lnL<» war- fi -; w .-j» ^ 
Asked about the thousands of Europe- 
ans who'ye troopedr Uirough foreign cap-i 

itals this year in. demonstrations against 
nuclear weapons, the President said: "Oh; 
those demonstrations. .You could havq 
used newsreels from ther’60s; in America. 
Those are all sponsored by a thing called 
the World Peace: Counci l, which Is bought 
and paid for by the Soviet. Union JL : j .• 

... 


- Of the leading figures in the new Ad- j 
ministration. Defense Secretary Caspar j 
Weinberger makes the m ost rational case I 
for the Reagan polictes of speDd-to-remain- . 
secure. In Boston last week. Weinberger': 
. told The Globe his view of those Europeans; 


demonstrations, now interrupted r -by the ; 
T despairing military crackdown in Poland. j 

fft He characterized them as groups on en-; 
vironmerital matters* and gay/ rights but 
' with a common thread for “unilateral dis- 
armament.” xThey . believe armament Isr 
, wrong and that regardless of what the So-* 
vlets or anybody else does, we should not, 
arm or their country should not ajrcnr/’ > ' 


/ ' The AP-NBC poll showed Americans be- 4 
■ Heve, by a 48-44 percent margin, this Ad- 
ministration talks too much about nuclear 


f,war.L'.l-' •• ' . .• h ' : A 

fc . But if Americans fed this- Administra- 
tion talks too loosely of nuclear war; whatr 
of Europeans, who' ve heard Reagan and 
his men discuss the possibility of nuclear 

- - ._ . njrfl, 

exchange limited to their patch of earth? 

< • “Responsible people of all ages through- 
-out western Europe are.extremely wessied, 
/.by the possibility of a nuclear war ftslog 
fought on their lands. . These fears jjx^ye 
’been accentuated by rash stateme^^f 
. American leaders Implying that aEurojje- 
* an nuclear war would not necpssariW ,! ex- 
tend. to the US,”' contend s Herbert Sc&Htt c. 
a former CIA official and US armsctthirbi 
negotiator now head of the private >Anns 
i.Control Association. : * 
fc;ri Those, Europeans- who took- toother, 
/streets are not all environmental frealti, ho-; 
f mosexuals or leftwing kooks. - Look^tf 1 Ip 
} this way: suppose the leader of Francwnr; 
West Germany had- It in his power te-Mt; 
Volf a nuclear blast here, and.limit.it topur. 
/continent? Would you protest; or'notj£^3? 
j- David Nyhan is a: member* qfjTh'e- 
Gtobestqg./ V;?;- 


by t&e CIA as a Soviet front; active In 130 
countries. But Keagan seems to be suc- 
cumbing to a Hollywood oversimplifica- 
tion of "gpod guys versus bad guys.” We 
all assume the Soviets wish us ill. But writ- 
ing off the protesters makes as little sense 
as writing off every Vietnam protester ah a 
Commie dupe ot. worse. iDkto’t;; he team 
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